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Parish Office Hours  
The Parish Office will be open on  

Tuesday, Wednesday  
and Thursday.   

If you are in need of help, have questions 
or need assistance, please call the office, 
leave a message and someone will return 

your call as soon as possible. 

Current Public Weekend Masses 
(IN THE LOWER LOYOLA CENTER)  

Vigil ~ 5:00 pm 
Sunday ~ 9:00 am 

 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 
PUBLIC Daily Mass 

(See Weekly Calendar Inside for times) 
For Parishes Live Streaming Mass go to:  

www.hbgdiocese.org/ 
faith-in-time-of-coronavirus 

January 3, 2021 
Be Not Afraid!   

 

See the Catechism of the Catholic Church, #314. 

Year of St. Joseph 
See prayer on page 4 



Events for the Week of 
 

 January 3rd ~ 10th 

The Sanctuary Candle reminds us of the Presence 
of  Jesus Christ in the Most Blessed Sacrament.   

The Sanctuary Candle in the church is Offered  for 
the month of  January In Memory of 

Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Walter & Son 
from 

Bernie & Carol McDannell 

For the intention of the  
Holy Father, Pope Francis,  
for the month of January: 

 

 May the Lord give us the grace to live in full  
fellowship with our brothers and sisters of other  
religions, praying for one another, open to all. 

Let us pray to the LORD... 

Happy Birthday 

Blessings  

  to all our  

  January Birthday’s!  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Wednesday’s 
6:00 - 7:00 pm 

Upper Loyola Center 

Saturday, January 2 ~ Vigil for The Epiphany of the LORD 
5:00 pm Vigil MASS + DOMINIC “BUDDY” AND ANNE ONUFRAK DIBICCARO 
 

Sunday, January 3 ~ The Epiphany of the LORD 
 
 

Isaiah  60:1-6 • Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 • Matthew 2:1-12 

9:00 am  MASS - PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 
 

        NO Religious Education - New Year’s Blessings! 
 

        Weekend Second Collection: Cemetery Upkeep 
 

Monday, January 4 ~ USA: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious  

1 John 3:22—4:6 • Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25        

Parish Office Closed 
                      

Tuesday, January 5 ~ USA: St. John Neumann, Bishop  

1 John 4:7-10 • Mark 6:34-44 
8:00 am - 2:00 pm Parish Office Open 
 
 

    10:00 AM MASS + CLAUDIA WILLIAMS 
           PUBLIC MASS IN THE CHURCH 
 

Wednesday, January 6 ~ St. André Bessette, Religious 
1 John 4:11-18 • Mark 6:45-52  
8:00 am - 2:00 pm ~ Parish Office Open 
6:00 - 7:00 pm ~ Confessions ~ Upper Loyola Center   
  

     7:00 PM MASS + William Rollins 
            PUBLIC MASS IN THE CHURCH 
    ADORATION & BENEDICTION FOLLOWING 
 

Thursday, January 7 ~  St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
1 John 4:19—5:4 • Luke 4:14-22a 

8:00 am - 2:00 pm Parish Office Open 
 

     10:00 AM MASS + CHARLES RICCHI 
            PUBLIC MASS IN THE CHURCH 
 

Friday, January 8 ~ Christmas Weekday 
1 John 5:5-13 • Luke 5:12-16 
Parish Office CLOSED 
        
Saturday, January  9 ~ Christmas Weekday 

1 John 5:14-21 • John 3:22-30  
  
Saturday, January 9 ~ Vigil for The Baptism of the LORD 
5:00 pm Vigil MASS + HENRY & DAVID BACKHUS 
 

Sunday, January 10 ~ The Baptism of the LORD 
 
 

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 • Acts 10:34-38 • Mark 1:7-11 
9:00 am  MASS - PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 
 

        Religious Education ~Week 4 - Seventh Grade 
 

        Weekend Second Collection: Church in Eastern Europe 
 

Note: Daily Mass Intentions on Friday are being honored privately.  

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

With praise and thanksgiving to Almighty God,  
 

the Congregation of Marian Fathers  
 

of the Immaculate Conception  
 

of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary  
 

announces the Transitional Diaconate Ordination of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Br. Tyler Mentzer, MIC 
 

Saturday, Jan. 2, 2021 at 10 a.m 
 

The Basilica of the National Shrine  
 

of the Immaculate Conception  
 

400 Michigan Ave. NE  
 

Washington, D.C. 20017  

Due to the coronavirus pandemic restrictions, we   
regret that we cannot invite you to attend in person.            

Later  the day, please look for the video recording on 
our Facebook page, our YouTube channel, and our 

website TheDivineMercy.org. 



Vatican Publishes Note on Morality of Using COVID-19 Vaccines 
 
In Pope Approved Letter, Explains What Would or Could Be Moral Acceptability & Why 
 
DECEMBER 21, 2020   |  By DEBORAH CASTELLANO LUBOV  |  ZENIT  (“The World Seen From Rome”)  
 

The Vatican has published a note about the morality of COVID-19 vaccines. 

 
The Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, in the Dec. 21 ‘note on the morality of using some anti-
Covid-19 vaccines’ recognized “the question of the use of vaccines, in general, is often at the center of controversy 
in the forum of public opinion.” Pope Francis examined it and ordered its publication during his Dec. 17 audience 
with Cardinal Ladaria, CDF Prefect, the note reads. 

In the note whose full text can be read in English below and was provided in three languages, the CDF notes that “in 
recent months, this Congregation has received several requests for guidance regarding the use of vaccines against 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19, which, in the course of research and production, employed cell lines 
drawn from tissue obtained from two abortions that occurred in the last century.” 

The CDF’s prefect and secretary observed “diverse and sometimes conflicting pronouncements” in the mass media 
by bishops, Catholic associations, and experts have raised questions about the morality of the use of these vaccines. 

The Vatican officials first drew readers’ attention to an “already important pronouncement” of the Pontifical              
Academy for Life (PAL) on this issue, entitled “Moral reflections on vaccines prepared from cells derived from          
aborted human fetuses” (5 June 2005). They also reminded that the CDF expressed itself on the  matter with the 
Instruction Dignitas Personae (September 8, 2008, cf. nn. 34 and 35), and in 2017, PAL returned to the topic with a 
Note. 

“These documents already offer some general directive criteria,” it noted. 

Now that first vaccines are being distributed… 

Because the first vaccines against Covid-19 are already available for distribution and administration in  various  
countries, the CDF expressed its wish to offer some indications for clarification of this matter. 

“We do not intend to judge the safety and efficacy of these vaccines, although ethically relevant and necessary, as 
this evaluation is the responsibility of biomedical researchers and drug agencies. 

Only Objective Is to Consider Moral Aspects 

“Here, our objective is only to consider the moral aspects,” it clarified, “of the use of the vaccines against Covid-19 
that have been developed from cell lines derived from tissues obtained from two fetuses that were not                   
spontaneously aborted.” 

As the CDF’s Instruction Dignitas Personae stated in 2008, in cases where cells from aborted fetuses are employed 
to create cell lines for use in scientific research, “there exist differing degrees of  responsibility”[1] of cooperation in 
evil. 

For example, “in organizations where cell lines of illicit origin are being utilized, the responsibility of those who 
make the decision to use them is not the same as that of those who have no voice in such a decision”.[2] 

Conditions for Morally Acceptable Receipt 



“In this sense, when ethically irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available,” the note stated, “it is morally             
acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their research and                  
production process.” 

The CDF explained that examples of being ‘not available,’ would for instance be “where vaccines without ethical 
problems are not made available to physicians and patients, or where their distribution is more difficult due to          
special storage and transport conditions, or when various types of vaccines are distributed in the same country but 
health authorities do not allow citizens to choose the vaccine with which to be inoculated.” 

Fundamental Reason for Considering Their Use as ‘Morally Licit’ 

” The fundamental reason for considering the use of these vaccines morally licit is that the kind of cooperation in evil 
(passive material cooperation) in the procured abortion from which these cell lines originate is, on the part of those 
making use of the resulting vaccines, remote.” 

The CDF stated that the “moral duty to avoid such passive material cooperation is not obligatory if there is a grave 
danger,” such as “the otherwise uncontainable spread of a serious pathological agent[3]–in this case, the pandemic 
spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19. It must therefore be considered that, in such a case, all              
vaccinations recognized as clinically safe and effective can be used in good conscience with the certain knowledge 
that the use of such vaccines does not constitute formal cooperation with the abortion from which the cells used in 
production of the vaccines derive.” 

No Direct Nor Indirect Practice of Abortion 

“It should be emphasized, however, that the morally licit use of these types of vaccines, in the particular conditions 
that make it so, does not in itself constitute a legitimation, even indirect, of the practice of abortion, and necessarily 
assumes the opposition to this practice by those who make use of these vaccines.” 

“In fact,” the next point states, “the licit use of such vaccines does not and should not in any way imply that there is 
a moral endorsement of the use of cell lines proceeding from aborted fetuses.[4]” 

The Vatican explicitly says both pharmaceutical companies and governmental health agencies “are therefore             
encouraged to produce, approve, distribute and offer ethically acceptable vaccines that do not create problems of 
conscience for either health care providers or the people to be vaccinated.” 

“At the same time, practical reason makes evident that vaccination is not, as a rule, a moral obligation and that, 
therefore, it must be voluntary.” 

In any case, from the ethical point of view, it continues, the morality of vaccination depends not only on the duty to 
protect one’s own health, but also on the duty to pursue the common good. 

“In the absence of other means to stop or even prevent the epidemic,” it points out, “the common good may              
recommend vaccination, especially to protect the weakest and most exposed. Those who, however, for reasons of 
conscience, refuse vaccines produced with cell lines from aborted fetuses, must do their utmost to avoid, by other 
prophylactic means and appropriate behavior, becoming vehicles for the transmission of the infectious agent.” 

Specifically, the CDF says they “must avoid” any risk to the health of those who cannot be vaccinated for medical or 
other reasons, and who are the most vulnerable. 

The note also reminds the “moral imperative for the pharmaceutical industry, governments and International        
organizations to ensure that vaccines, which are effective and safe from a medical point of view, as well as ethically 
acceptable, are also accessible to the poorest countries in a manner that is not costly for them.”    
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Otherwise, it warns, the lack of access to vaccines would become another sign of discrimination and injustice that 
condemns poor countries to continue living in health, economic and social poverty. 

Here is the Vatican-provided text of the CDF’s note: 

*** 

Note on the morality of using some anti-Covid-19 vaccines 

The question of the use of vaccines, in general, is often at the center of controversy in the forum of public opinion. In 
recent months, this Congregation has received several requests for guidance regarding the use of vaccines against 
the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19, which, in the course of research and   production, employed cell lines 
drawn from tissue obtained from two abortions that occurred in the last century. At the same time, diverse and 
sometimes conflicting pronouncements in the mass media by bishops, Catholic associations, and experts have raised 
questions about the morality of the use of these vaccines. 

There is already an important pronouncement of the Pontifical Academy for Life on this issue, entitled “Moral        
reflections on vaccines prepared from cells derived from aborted human fetuses” (5 June 2005).  

Further, this Congregation expressed itself on the matter with the Instruction Dignitas Personae (September 8, 2008, 
cf. nn. 34 and 35). In 2017, the Pontifical Academy for Life returned to the topic with a Note. These documents              
already offer some general directive criteria. 

Since the first vaccines against Covid-19 are already available for distribution and administration in various countries, 
this Congregation desires to offer some indications for clarification of this matter. We do not intend to judge the 
safety and efficacy of these vaccines, although ethically relevant and necessary, as this evaluation is the                         
responsibility of biomedical researchers and drug agencies. Here, our objective is only to consider the moral aspects 
of the use of the vaccines against Covid-19 that have been developed from cell lines derived from tissues obtained 
from two fetuses that were not spontaneously aborted. 

1. As the Instruction Dignitas Personae states, in cases where cells from aborted fetuses are employed to create cell 
lines for use in scientific research, “there exist differing degrees of responsibility”[1] of cooperation in evil. For         
example, “in organizations where cell lines of illicit origin are being utilized, the responsibility of those who make the 
decision to use them is not the same as that of those who have no voice in such a decision”.[2] 

2. In this sense, when ethically irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available (e.g. in countries where vaccines 
without ethical problems are not made available to physicians and patients, or where their distribution is more     
difficult due to special storage and transport conditions, or when various types of  vaccines are distributed in the 
same country but health authorities do not allow citizens to choose the vaccine with which to be inoculated) it is 
morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in their research 
and production process. [EA] 

3. The fundamental reason for considering the use of these vaccines morally licit is that the kind of cooperation in 
evil (passive material cooperation) in the procured abortion from which these cell lines originate is, on the part of 
those making use of the resulting vaccines, remote. The moral duty to avoid such passive material cooperation is not 
obligatory if there is a grave danger, such as the otherwise uncontainable spread of a serious pathological agent [3]–in 
this case, the pandemic spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19. It must therefore be considered that, 
in such a case, all vaccinations recognized as clinically safe and effective can be used in good conscience with the     
certain knowledge that the use of such vaccines does not constitute formal cooperation with the abortion from which 
the cells used in production of the vaccines derive. It should be emphasized, however, that the morally licit use of 
these types of vaccines, in the particular conditions that make it so, does not in itself constitute a legitimation, even 
indirect, of the practice of abortion, and necessarily assumes the opposition to this practice by those who make use 
of these vaccines.                                                                       3 



4. In fact, the licit use of such vaccines does not and should not in any way imply that there is a moral endorsement 
of the use of cell lines proceeding from aborted fetuses.[4] Both pharmaceutical companies and governmental health 
agencies are therefore encouraged to produce, approve, distribute and offer ethically acceptable vaccines that do not 
create problems of conscience for either health care providers or the people to be vaccinated. 

5. At the same time, practical reason makes evident that vaccination is not, as a rule, a moral obligation and that, 
therefore, it must be voluntary.  

In any case, from the ethical point of view, the morality of vaccination depends not only on the duty to protect one ’s 
own health, but also on the duty to pursue the common good. In the absence of other means to stop or even prevent 
the epidemic, the common good may recommend vaccination, especially to protect the weakest and most exposed. 
Those who, however, for reasons of conscience, refuse vaccines produced with cell lines from aborted fetuses, must 
do their utmost to avoid, by other prophylactic means and appropriate behavior, becoming vehicles for the            
transmission of the infectious agent. In particular, they must avoid any risk to the health of those who cannot be   
vaccinated for medical or other reasons, and who are the most vulnerable. 

6. Finally, there is also a moral imperative for the pharmaceutical industry, governments and international              
organizations to ensure that vaccines, which are effective and safe from a medical point of view, as well as ethically 
acceptable, are also accessible to the poorest countries in a manner that is not costly for them.  The lack of access to 
vaccines, otherwise, would become another sign of discrimination and injustice that condemns poor countries to 
continue living in health, economic and social poverty.[5] 

The Sovereign Pontiff Francis, at the Audience granted to the undersigned Prefect of the Congregation for the             
Doctrine of the Faith, on 17 December 2020, examined the present Note and ordered its publication. 

Rome, from the Offices of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, on 21 December 2020, Liturgical Memorial 
of Saint Peter Canisius. 

________________________ 

[1] Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruction Dignitas Personae (8th December 2008), n. 35; AAS (100), 
884. 

[2] Ibid, 885. 

[3] Cfr. Pontifical Academy for Life, “Moral reflections on vaccines prepared from cells derived from aborted human 
foetuses”, 5th June 2005. 

[4] Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruct. Dignitas Personae, n. 35: “When the illicit action is  endorsed 
by the laws which regulate healthcare and scientific research, it is necessary to distance oneself from the evil aspects 
of that system in order not to give the impression of a certain toleration or tacit acceptance of actions which are 
gravely unjust. Any appearance of acceptance would in fact contribute to the growing indifference to, if not the            
approval of, such actions in certain medical and political circles”. 

[5] Cfr. Francis, Address to the members of the “Banco Farmaceutico” foundation, 19 September 2020. 

https://zenit.org/2020/12/21/just-in-vatican-publishes-note-on-morality-of-covid-19-vaccines/ 
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Luis F. Card. Ladaria, S.I. 
Prefect 

+ S.E. Mons. Giacomo Morandi 
Titular Archbishop of Cerveteri 
Secretary 



In the charity of your prayers, please remember:  
  

 Francis Hall 
 

We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to the  
Hall Families on the loss of their  

father, grandfather, brother, uncle.  
 

William Rollins 
 

We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to  
Kathleen & her Family on the loss of  

their husband & father. 
 

Gerald Althoff 
 

We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to  
Donnie & his Family on the loss of  

his brother. 
 

Barry Showers 
 

We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to  
Edna & her Family on the loss of  

her husband. 
 

Holly Weaver 
 

We wish to extend our deepest sympathy to all associates 
at  Keystone Health on the lose of their co-worker. 

 

Please keep their  families and friends in your prayers.  
May they all be embraced by consolation and peace.  

 
 

+ Eternal Rest grant unto them and may   
the Perpetual Light shine upon them + 

      Please Pray for:  
Coronavirus victims and those who ill, Jim & Jeanie Kline, Rick Benedict, Joseph Whalen, Sam Sheffler, James, Kate Hemmis, 

Edna Showers, Salem Shunnarah, Jean, Dennis Oehmsen, Baby Hannah, David, Ted, Heather, Fred Dietsch, Kathe Fogleman, 
Mande, Ava Durovey, Paul Scarlata, Bill Graham, Andy Lower, Joanna Hodges, John Varones, Mark Dionne, Joan O’Sullivan,           
Robbie, Ryan, Lisa Dionne Lauretti, Sue Orndorff, Dalton, Rosemary McGilloway, Michelle Cleary, Paul Ward, Megan Shaffer, 

Larry & Mickie Schneider,  Jan Patla, Kim Johnson, Jim Gleason, Helen Mills, Kim Glass, Barbara & George Brstilo, Haley Detman, Donna,  
Martha Klinger, Fr. Bill Sullivan, Liam Shields & Family, Linda York, Ginger DiTullio, Kathy, Sue Gustafson, Joe Durovey, Jenn, Ray Haber,    

Donald Sheppard, Lana, Linda Mumaugh, “Champ”, Hank & Loretta, Janet Hartman, Bev Smith, Edward Johnson, Boden Miller, Ange Pena, 
Christopher H. Herr, Angela Galeone, Chris MacBeth, Harry Graham, Carol Adams, Donald Howard, Alison Haring, Armond Binni, Mike Dodson, 
Troy Weishaar, Eileen, Dot Edwards, Kelly Kimple Kahn, Elizabeth Stansky, Peg Hippensteel, Jeff Klein, Pauline McDermott, Marlene Iannotti,                
Ursula Kaley, Mary Irwin, Patrick Glass, Faud Doaney, Spencer Propst, Yvette Stoklosa, Carol Dunn, Loren Stonestifer “Stoney”, Mary Andia,               

Janis Potter, Nancy Kewisnek, Pat Johnson, Maureen McGilloway Collins, Rae Harmand, Chris Morris, Olivia Grace, Hope Foreman,  
Julia Weishaar, Helen Myers Scarlata, Juliete Lang, Denny Borbonus, Andy Graham, Mary Hawthorne, Karlton Smith & Cheryl Sobun,              

Don Sheppard, Bill & Michelle Cloonan, Donna Doxzen, Harry Shogren, Leverne Barrett, Anji Eisenhart, Assour and Abuhajaze, Ed Washington, 
Josh Kempinski, Shirley Shermeyer, Nancy Baker Baltzey, Andy Consiglio, Anthony Kane, Helen Lagasse, Monica Manner, Emile Shunnarah, 

Janet Shunnarah, George Shunnarah, John DeMeza, Marlene Webster, Yvette Stoklosa, Delores & Jim Gilbert, Bill & Deb McClintock,  
Mary Pekich, all nursing home residents and shut-ins, and all private intentions. 

 

Also In your prayers please also remember all our men and women who are currently in our Armed Forces  
who are on active duty. Pray for them, their families, and for their safe return.  

Maj. Nathan Jeffcoat - Marines, Lt. Alexandra Jeffcoat - Navy, Lt. Joseph Cleary - Navy, Michael C. Kenney IV - Coast Guard,   
Joshua Kimple - Army, Private Austin Shaffer - Army, Lt. Sarah Fogleman, M.D. - Navy CPT. 

 

 If you have a family member or someone who you would like listed in the bulletin for the parish prayer chain to pray for, contact: 
 

Mickie Schneider at hlsforts@centurylink.net or 642-8501 or Helen Lagasse @ 352-4339. 

 

The Mass Intention Book 
is open for 2021 

 

If you would like to request a  
Mass Intention, please contact or 

stop by the Parish Office  
Tuesday - Thursday.   

It is diocesan policy that for any  
Mass Intention requests, the offering 

must be given at the time of the  
request. If you call in, please place 

your offering in the collection basket 
asap, marked “Mass Intention/

Office” or drop in the mail.   
Thank You!  

 

We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of     
graces: our conversion. 

Let us now make our prayer to him: 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
To you, God entrusted His only Son;  
in you, Mary placed her trust;  
with you, Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father  
and guide us in the path of life.  
Obtain for us grace,                                                                  
mercy and courage,  
and defend us from every evil.                                
Amen.                -Pope Francis 12/8/2020 

 

Year of St. Joseph 



Prayer to 
St. Michael the  

Archangel 
Protector of Holy 
Mother Church 

 
Saint Michael the Archangel,    
defend us in battle. Be our  
protection against the  
wickedness and snares of the       
devil. May God rebuke him,  
we humbly pray; and do thou,  
O Prince of the heavenly host, 
by the power of God, cast into 
hell Satan and all the evil  
spirits who prowl throughout      
the world seeking the ruin of 
souls! Amen.  

4 Collection Weeks for the month of December 

during the pandemic 

Thank You to all those who have been sending  

in their envelopes and contributions. 

 

Weekend Collections                         

Sunday      $14,488.65  

Candles/Living Faith   $     172.50  

Altar Flowers    $     N/A   

Parish Second Collections 

Thanksgiving    $      60.00 

Christmas Flowers   $  1,340.00 

Christmas    $  9,735.00 

Other Income 

Memorial paver    $      75.00 

Memorial Contribution   $    200.00 

Donation for HVAC upgrades  $  1,000.00 

Holy Day 

All Saints    $      50.00 

Immaculate Conception   $    782.00 

Mary, Mother of God   $    205.00 

 

TOTAL OFFERINGS              $25,750.75 

  

Diocesan Second Collections 

World Mission Sunday   $     20.00 

Matthew 25    $     95.00    

Retirement for Religious   $2,447.00 

 

Please Help us to Update our Files 
 

Parish data files are in constant need of  updating!  Beginning in January we will be updating our Parish Files 
again.  If you have an address, phone # or email change or if you have turned 21, you should be listed as an 
adult in our system separate from your parents.  Also, please let us know if your status has changed, if you 

have additions to your family, etc…  
Kindly call the parish office asap at 717-677-812.  Thank You. 

Prayer  Shawls 
Especially during this time of pandemic, if you, 

someone you know, or a homebound person is in 

need of a Prayer Shawl,  

 please contact the parish office! 
 Payer Shawls also can be called Comfort Shawls, Peace 

Shawls.  The people who make these Lap blankets for the sick 

are praying as each stitch is made in the blankets. When 

the blankets are completed they are blessed. The person that 

is wrapped in the blanket is wrapped in prayer.  
 

         If you would like to help make   

          prayer shawls please call  

        Terry Edwards @ 352-9112  
            or the parish office,  

717-677-802. 

 

Isn’t It Nice to be Nice! 

In Bethlehem One Winter Night 
A Christmas song composed by our own parishioner Douglas Edwards 

 

In Bethlehem one winter night there was a stable lowly, 

Where Mary bore her infant Child, the Son of God most holy. 

For Jesus Christ was born upon the blessed morn. 

The Holy One, the virgin’s son, our Savior Christ was born. 

 

They wrapped the Babe  in swaddling clothes  while angels sang their chorus 

And held Him close to keep Him warm, the Babe who came to save us. 

For Jesus Christ was born upon that blessed morn. 

A tiny cry, a lullaby our Savior Christ was born. 

 

Now in the fields the shepherds heard the glorious Angel anthem 

And quaked in fear to see and hear the Angel there before them. 

“Fear not a child is born,” he said, “Upon this morn, 

“Neath stars so bright, the One true Light, your Savior Christ is born.” 

 

And thus our LORD came down to earth to bring us all salvation, 

This Babe asleep on manger hay, the King of every nation, 

For Jesus Christ was born upon that blessed morn. 

The Holy One, God’s only sSn, our Savior Christ was born. 



Christmas 2020 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Many Christmas Carols have fascinating backstories. The beloved Carol, Joy 
to the World, has one such interesting history. Isaac Watts, born in England 
in 1674, was reflecting one day on Psalm 98 and he was greatly moved by the 
fourth verse, “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: make a loud 
noise, and rejoice, and sing praise.” Watts took pen in hand and wrote a four 
stanza poem which he entitled, Joy to the World. The words fit the tunes of 
several hymn melodies of the day. However, many refused to sing the hymn 
because Watts dared to change the wording of the Psalm to suit his poem.    
 
The second half of the Carol’s story begins with Lowell Mason, born in New 
Jersey. He was a church musician but realizing he could not make a living 
doing that alone, he became a banker. Still he continued to develop his         
musical gifts. In 1836 he wrote a glorious melody that he named “Antioch,” 

then he went in search for words to accompany his music. He discovered Watts’ poem, Joy to the World, 
and, as they say, the rest is history. It was an immediate success and remains one of our beloved     
Christmas Carols.  
 
Perhaps we enjoy this hymn so much because it connects so directly to the message the angel announced 
to the shepherds on the first Christmas, “I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For today in the city of David a Savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord.” (Lk 2: 10
-11) The birth of Jesus is the good news – the Gospel – of great joy. 
 
As we celebrate our Lord’s Nativity, we recognize that the angel’s announcement, “good news of great 
joy” is the very heart of our Catholic faith. In celebrating the Christmas Mystery we acknowledge and 
proclaim that our God is with us; He is Emmanuel. He is with us, redeeming us, loving us, setting us free 
to receive the gift of His own Life. Our joy should be the characteristic that most defines us as disciples 
of Christ. 
 
In our world so hungry for good news, so needful of hope and joy may our lives as individuals, as                
married couples, as families and as a Church proclaim “joy to the world” at Christmas and always. 
 
With prayers, warm wishes and the pledge to remember you in my Masses throughout the Christmas 
Season, I am 
 

Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 

Bishop Ronald Gainer 
 

The Diocese of Harrisburg  I  (717) 657-4804  I www.HBGdiocese.org 



Altar Flowers  

Carol Lowe  

Diane Ebersole  

Bereavement Luncheons 

Ginny Bittle (paused during the Pandemic) 

Catholic Communications 

 

Cemetery 

Contact Sue Switzer 

Knights of Columbus     

SK Bob Ternes - Grand Knight  

Parish Council Members 

Julie Abell 

Jim Bittle       

Emma Flemming- Chairperson 

Jane Oyler - Vice Chair 

Dorothy Vega - Secretary 

Dr. Bob Ternes 

Walt Wilson 

Finance Council Members 

Deacon Steve Huete (Ex Officio) - 677-8012 

John Dabney - Chairperson 

Greg Ernst 

Christy Hemler - Secretary 

Diane MacBeth 

Phil Mobley 

Call the Parish Office for  

Contact Information 

Abuse Reporting Contact Information 

Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Program 

www.YouthProtectionHBG.com 

 

First – Call the toll-free PA Child Abuse Hotline at 800-932-0313 
Then – Call the Diocesan toll-free hotline at 800-626-1608 

 

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it.” (1 Cor 12:26)   

Life After Loss 

Dodie Huete  

OCIA 

Contact Fr. Dominic 

Picnic Co-Chairpersons 

John Neiderer  

Wally Kane 

Prayer Chain 

Mickie Schneider - hlsforts@centurylink.net 

Helen Lagasse  

Many Catholics have questions regarding the 2018 Grand Jury Report — what steps have we taken to ensure the safety of our 
children, how are we helping survivors, how are we meeting our financial obligations, and where the Church goes from here. 

Bishop Gainer has held Listening Sessions to address these questions. A booklet was developed to help: We Pledge: A Report to 
the Catholic People.  It is available on the diocesan website @ www.YouthProtectionHBG.com. 

Sacrament of Penance 
Wednesday ~ 6:00 - 7:00 pm; or by appointment. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Anointing of the Sick should be given if an individual 
is gravely ill or near death.  If possible, the Sacrament should also be 
administered before major surgery or when one is initially  
hospitalized. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 
Diocesan policy requires 12 months of preparation for Marriage.  
Contact the parish as soon as possible after engagement.  No  
arrangements should be made prior to consultation with the pastor. 

Parish Staff & Ministries Directory 
 

Parish Secretary ~ Sue Switzer ~ 717-677-8012 ~ sswitzer@hbgdiocese.org 

Financial Manager ~ Deacon Steve Huete ~ 717-677-8012/677-0682/816-9600 (cell) ~ shuete@hbgdiocese.org 

Coordinator of Religious Education  ~ contact the Parish Office 

Buildings & Grounds ~ JB Groff & Craig Groff ~ 717-677-8012 

Sacrament of Baptism  
Parents must be registered members of the parish and attend a  
Baptism preparation class prior to the Baptism if  this is your first 
child baptized.  Requirements for godparents are established by the 
Catholic Church.  Please call the parish office for Information and 
to register your child for Baptism. 
 

Parish Registration 
All Catholics should be registered in their local parish.  Please  
contact the parish office to obtain registration forms, or if you  
are uncertain of the parish where you should register.  

Pro-Life Ministry  

Julie Abell 

Soup Kitchen 

Offerings may be given to the church 

earmarked “Soup Kitchen” 

Website Development 

Erin Switzer - tse441@embarqmail.com 

Please see 
above for any 

changes. 

Calendar of Second Collections:  
 

January: 

 3 - Cemetery Upkeep 

10 - Church in Central & Eastern Europe,                 

       Latin America and Africa 

 

February: 

 7 - Society for the Propagation of the Faith 

 

LORD every nation on earth will adore you. 
Food for the Spirit:  

 

I’ve decided in 2021 to be  

happy 
because its good for  

my health. 

Isn’t it nice to be nice!


